Ms. Hall 2014-2015

General Grading Rubric for Major Assessments

*The following rubric is loosely based on the AP holistic grading scale (though this has been modified to be grade-level and assignment-appropriate). The score reflects my assessment of your mastery of the objectives outlined for this assignment. Your final assessment grade is not based on your work ethic or likeability as a human being; it is my honest evaluation of where your mastery of the tested material “stands” at this point in time. It should be an indication to you of what you do well…and what you don’t do well so that you can make improvements the next time around. My inclination is to reward students for what they do well; I do not read your assignments with an eye toward the errors—I’m not trying to punish you; the goal is to provide you with an honest assessment of your skill-set by the end of a unit so that you know what you need to work on in order to achieve greater success down the road.

Assignment Name: WW Prompt #3: 3-Paragraph Literary Analysis Essay 


Unit: Literary Analysis Writing
Brief Assessment Description and Rationale: Students read and analyzed the short story “Popular Mechanics” to determine the theme. They then used the MEAL editing process to write a three paragraph literary analysis essay that includes an introduction, body paragraph written in MEAL format and a conclusion
	Assignment Objectives:
	Core Value Strand:

	1. BASIC INTERPRETATION: Students must provide a valid reading of the theme of the text, which means that their thesis (M) statement needs to be arguable and logically based according to the intention of the author and their thesis must be grounded in concrete literary elements.  
	Literature (and Literary Analysis)

	2. THESIS STATEMENTS: Students must demonstrate mastery of writing a strong thesis statement that is arguable and clearly states the purpose of their essay. 
	Literary Analysis Writing

	3. MEAL: Students should demonstrate mastery of the basic MEAL paragraph format (i.e., M=THESIS/MAIN IDEA; E=EVIDENCE; A=ANALYSIS; L=LINK/CLOSING SENTENCES) by effectively incorporating the MEAL elements into a coherent, logically argued, thorough and organized 1-paragraph MEAL essay. 
Evidence should be direct references to the clip that appropriately and accurately reflect the student understanding of a  universal idea and how it ties into their understanding of the theme.  
STUDENTS SHOULD ELABORATE THEIR ANAYSIS BY USING 2-3 SENTENCES that explains the evidence BEYOND what it already shows within the context of the movie.  
	Literary Analysis Writing

	4. QUOTE INTEGRATION AND TRANSITION: Student demonstrate understanding of proper quote integration and usage and make an effort to include effective transitions between both quotations and their own analysis and when changing from one thought to another (between paragraphs)
	Literary Analysis Writing/Editing 

	5. SOPHISTICATION: Students should demonstrate an attempt to use more sophisticated and varied vocabulary. (See the RD Editing Checklist.)
	Language (Vocabulary)

	6. MODE/AUDIENCE: Students should use formal language that 7emonstrates audience and mode awareness. (See the RD Editing Checklist.)
	Language (Vocabulary)

	8. GRAMMAR/MECHANICS: Students should demonstrate an understanding of grammar and mechanics that is grade-level and curriculum-stage appropriate at this point in the year.  (See the grammar outlined on the RD Editing Checklist.)
	Grammar

	9. EDITING PROCESS: Students should demonstrate understanding of the editing process by adhering to the proper formatting (as designated by the WW guidelines and editing checklists) and by showing improvement in each stage of the process.
	Grammar/Writing/Editing


Assignment Value (and Point Breakdown): 
· Final Draft = 100 Points
· Rough Draft Process =50 Points







Total: ___________ / 150 Points
8-10: The Outstanding or Stellar Assignment


 (You are ready to take it to the next level!)
9, 10 (100%) – Assignments earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and are especially sophisticated, insightful and/or thorough in their execution of the assignment objectives.  In addition, they are especially impressive in their control of skills like language, style, organization, analysis, etc.  There are almost no mistakes of any kind.
8 (95%) – These assignments indicate “stellar” mastery of the assignment objective(s). Students show sophistication in their ideas and execution of the assignment requirements. The organization of ideas is extremely clear and logical. In general, the student’s execution of the skills/concepts being assessed is effective, coherent, insightful AND sophisticated. Mistakes of any kind are minimal.
6-7: The Very Good/Competent Assignment


 (Keep it up! You are almost ready for the next level.)
7 (90%) – These assignments are similar to those that receive a score of 6, but they may provide more complete and/or compelling evidence of a student’s mastery of the assignment objectives. They generally demonstrate more sophistication and insight regarding their execution of the assignment objectives.
6 (87%) –These assignments indicate a solid understanding of the assignment objectives. They show some thought and attention to detail; when applicable, they develop their position with evidence and analysis that is appropriate, varied and sufficient. Execution of the skills/concepts being assessed  is effective and coherent, but may lack some sophistication and/or insight. 
5: The Adequate Assignment


(You are on the right track, but you might need to see me for some tips.)
5 (80-85%) – These assignments typically address the all the assignment objectives intelligently, but may not be thorough, thoughtful, or careful in their execution of the skills being assessed.   The evidence, analysis or demonstration of skills may be uneven, inconsistent, limited or unsophisticated. In general, these assignments demonstrated basic mastery of the assignment objectives, but they do not show sophistication or higher-level thinking regarding those objectives. 
3-4: The Inadequate Assignment





 (You need to see me for extra help.)
4 (75%) – These assignments fail in some important way to fulfill the assignment objective(s). Students may show mastery or partial mastery of some of the assignment objectives, but they may omit or misunderstand some part of the assignment. Some of the evidence/analysis or project components may be inappropriate (i.e., illogical, irrelevant or misread), insufficient, or less convincing (i.e., under -explained). The assignment demonstrates some understanding of the skills/concepts being assessed, but may be less consistent in controlling those skills and/or concepts. For example, there may be issues with complete understanding, clarity, diction, usage, and/or mechanics that are distracting to the reader.
3 (70%) – Assignments earning a score of 3 are similar to those that receive a score of 4, but they provide even less evidence of a student’s mastery of the skills/concepts being assessed. They are less perceptive in their understanding of the prompt or assignment objectives, or the explanation, examples and execution of the assignment objectives may be particularly limited, simplistic, and/or illogical. The final product may demonstrate even more issues with comprehension, clarity, diction, usage and/or mechanics. In general, the student has failed to show true mastery of 1 or 2 assignment objectives.
1-2: The “Little Success” Assignment



 (You definitely need to see me for extra help.)
2 (65%) – These assignments commonly contain two or more serious failures of the objectives, especially regarding content: they may misunderstand the assignment or most of (if not all of) the objectives entirely; they may show serious and repeated mistakes regarding the objectives. They may be extremely unclear, too vague or unacceptably brief in their attempt to meet the objectives of the assignment.
1 (55%) – These assignments are plagued by the same failures as those that receive a “2”, but to an even more severe degree. 
0: The Self-explanatory Grade

(You need to do your work or do your OWN work…but SEE ME either way.)
0  (0%)– Either the student did not turn in the assignment, OR this grade indicates a response that receives no credit, such as one that is plagiarized or turned in too long after the deadline.
ADDITIONAL TEACHER NOTES: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Metacognitive: Explain your understanding of why you received the grade that you did on this assignment.
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